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us tarn at the valley (when my beloved resided) ; stop there for an instant short as that which is
required to gird on a mantle or undo a camel's fetter. How often did I station there ! Such
moments I would cheaply purchase with my life; judge then if I would spare my wealth.

In another kasida, he says:

.' / tiron \ an oath by the intoxicating moisture enclosed within the lips (of rmj beloved) and en -
circled with hidden pearls, that, when the camel-driver reached the hill from which al-Ozaib (4)
could he seen, I should breathe my last. But who now will help me to expiate my oath ? Had I
cot seen in that \alley the traces of my beloved Laila and (objects to awaken my slumbering)
passion, I should not have returned here like one possessed (by a demon).

The motive which induced Ibn al-Muallim to compose the kastda (from which
this last passage is extracted] was, that he, al-Ablah (p. 159 of this vol.] and Ibn
at-Taawizi (p. 162 of this vol.] having read the exquisite k&sida of Surr-Durr's
[vol. ILp. 321) which begins wiih this verse: Is it thus that the love of all (my)
cotemporarics is requited? Is such the general character of large-eyed gazelles
(maidens] ? and of which we shall again speak in the life of Amid al-Mulk
Muhammad, they were filled with admiration, and Ibn al-Muallim composed this
poem in the same prosodiac measure. Ibn at-Taawizi wrote, on the same occasion,
a brilliant kasida which he sent to the sultan Saldli ad-Din (Saladin], who was then
in Syria. It contains the praises of this prince and begins thus :

If your habits, when in love, resemble mine, let us stop our camels at the two sand-hills of
Yabrin (3).

Al-Ablah also composed a kastda, but Ibn at-Taawizi's is the best of the three.
A story is handed down that Ibn al-Muallim related as follows: " When in
" Baghdad, I passed one day by. the place where the shaikh Abu '1-Faraj Ibn al-
" Jauzi [vol. U. p. 96) used to hold his sittings for the purpose of delivering pious
" exhortations ; and, seeing a dense crowd assembled, I asked a person there what
" had brought them together ? He replied : * It is the preacher Ibn al-Jauzi who
" ' is holding a sitting.' Hot being aware that he did so, I forced my way forward
" till 1 could see and hear him. He was then preaching, and, in the midst of his
" exhortations, he exclaimed : * And it has been well said by Ibn al-Muallim :

" ' The repetition of Thy name gives fresh pleasure to my ear; and he who repeats it is
11 charming to my sight/'*